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Voters Approved 
A $400,000 Bond Issue
On May 6, 1924 voters approved a 
$400,000. bond issue for construction of 
a fireboat, a station to house it and aux-
iliary apparatus.

Following completion of L. E. Caver-
ly’s designs dated January 31, 1925, a 
$214,000 contract was awarded to the 
Los Angeles Shipbuilding and Drydock 
Corp. (Todd Shipyard) in San Pedro.  The 
contract called for an October 1, 1925, 
delivery date.  At 10:25 a.m., October 
25, 1925, Mrs. Ralph J. Scott chris-
tened Los Angeles City No. 2 by breaking 
a bottle of fire-extinguishing foamite 
across the bow.

Commissioned 
December 2, 1925

Commissioned December 2, 1925 the Los 
Angeles City No. 2 went into service 25 
days later with a crew of 14, including a 

captain, a pilot, a mate, two engineers 
and nine firemen. 

The triple screw, white-painted fire-
boat was riveted steel construction.  
Her length is 99.3”, beam 19-feet, depth 
of hold 9-feet, 152 gross tons and  fuel 
capacity 2156 gal. 

Originally the Los Angeles City No. 2 was 
powered by seven 350-horsepower, 6-
cylinder in-line Winton gasoline engines.  
Three of these Wintons drove the cen-
ter, port and starboard propellers for a 
top rated speed of 17 knots (the fastest 
fireboat afloat). The four other Wintons 
operated the forward-mounted pumps.  
Increased pumping capacity resulted 
from the dual capability of the two wing 
propulsion engines when they were 
switched from propulsion to pumping 
mode.  There are six Byron Jackson four-
stage centrifugal pumps mounted in pairs 
forward of the propulsion system.  Each 
is rated at 1700 G.P.M. at 200 psi., for a 
total output of 10,200 G.P.M.

Winton propulsion 
engines replaced
In 1945 the seven Winton propulsion 
engines were replaced by Hall Scott 
engines.  Two 625 H.P. V-12 Hall Scott 

Defenders drive the outboard screws.  
A 275 H.P. 6-cylinder in-line Hall Scott 
Invader drives the center screw.  

The six Byron Jackson four-stage cen-
trifugal pumps,  mounted in pairs 
forward of the propulsion system are 
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THE RALPH
J. SCOTT 
FIREBOAT

1) BRIDGE > MARITIME MUSEUM PAGES 6-15

 1  Los Angeles World Cruise Center

 2  S.S. Lane Victory

 3  Catalina Air-Sea Terminal

 4  Terminal Island

 5  Vincent Thomas Bridge

 6  Waterfront Red Car Line

 7  John S. Gibson Jr. Park

 8  Liberty Hill

 9  Fire Station 112

 10  Reservation Point

 11  Los Angeles Maritime Museum

 12  Los Angeles Maritime Institute

2) HISTORIC DOWNTOWN SAN PEDRO PAGES 16-21

 13  San Pedro Municipal Building

 14  Sports Walk Hall of Fame

 15  Warner Grand Theatre

 16  Arcade Building

 17  Art District

 18  U.S. Post Office

 19  Den Norske Sjømannskirke

 20  Muller House Museum

 21  Dalmatian-American Club

3) PORTS O’ CALL > MARINA PAGES 22-25 
 22  Ports O’ Call Village

 23  Southern Pacific Slip

 24  Utro’s Café

 25   State of California 
Department of Fish and Game

 26  Municipal Fish Market

 27  Warehouse No. 1

4) MARINA > BREAKWATER PAGES 26-30

 28  Cabrillo Marina

 29  Salinas de San Pedro

 30  Cabrillo Marine Aquarium

 31  Cabrillo Beach Bathhouse

 32  San Pedro Breakwater

 33  Angels Gate Lighthouse

FARTHER AFIELD PAGES 31-33

 34  Point Fermin Park

 35  Point Fermin Lighthouse

 36  Korean Friendship Bell

 37  Fort MacArthur Military Museum

Walk Sites Stanchions
 1  S.S. Lane Victory

 2  World Cruise Center

 3  Pacific Car Red Line

 4  The Ralph J. Scott Fireboat

 5  Liberty Hill

 6  Municipal Ferry Building

 7  John S. Gibson Jr. Park

 8  Warner Grand Theatre

 9  San Pedro Municipal Building

 10  San Pedro Main U.S. Post Office

 11  Ports O’ Call

 12  Southern Pacific (S.P.) Slip

 13  Timms’ Point and Landing

 14  Municipal Fish Market

 15  Warehouse No. 1

 16  Cabrillo Marina

 17  Fort MacArthur

 18  Cabrillo Marine Aquarium

 19  Cabrillo Beach Bathhouse


