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On April 22, 1937, Peter Soo Hoo
arranged a meeting between Her-

bert Lapham, a sympathetic Santa Fe
Railroad agent, and prominent Old Chi-
natown families to form the Los Angeles
Chinatown Project Association. With
Lapham’s assistance, people purchased
railroad land for 75 cents a square foot
through their native-born—and thus
American citizen—children. Erle Web-
ster and Adrian Wilson, both Caucasians,
were hired as architects. They designed
what is believed to be one of the first
outdoor malls in America.

Homer Lea, a non-Chinese Los Angeles
High School graduate, played a major
role in these events. He had gone to
China at the end of the 19th century,
returned with a commission as a lieu-
tenant general in the Chinese Imperial
Reform Army, and formed the Western
Military Academy to train officers for
the future revolutionary army of China.
Lea drilled hundreds of smartly uni-
formed young Chinese on streets in
several communities in the state. In Los
Angeles, his cadets went on field trips
to Malibu, held maneuvers in the Holly- e
wood Hills, and engaged in rifle practice . Lk f’; j L
at Laguna Beach. N e
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Grand opening of New Chinatown, 1938.

Chinatown Redefined

In 1933, when 0ld Chinatown was torn
down to make way for the construc-
tion of Union Station, everyone began
to think about what form a new Chinese
community might take. Peter Soo Hoo,
the first Chinese hired by the Depart-
ment of Water and Power as an engineer,
envisioned a Chinatown where the
inhabitants could redefine themselves
to the larger community. The buildings
would be built strictly to code, the
streets would be wide, open
and airy, and prostitu-
tion, gambling and opium
would be forbidden. But
the where and the
how—when Chinese
were unable by law
to become naturalized
citizens or own land in
California—seemed insur-
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West Plaza & Chung King Road

On June 25, 1938, New Chinatown
opened amidst great fanfare. Lanterns,
banners, and flags of the United States
and the Republic of China festooned
the area. Maidens,
dressed in tradi-
tional costumes,

Pacific Alliance Medical Center

Gateway New Chinatown with neon light.

Neo-Chinese Architecture

New Chinatown is all about details:
gaily painted balconies, luminous tile
work, windows covered by ornately
carved screens in geometric patterns,
and sweeping upturned roofs—many
of which are decorated with additional
sculptures of mythical animals. But
Chinatown'’s most recognizable archi-
tectural elements are the four gates
that grace the area. In China, gates

Castelar School

an expression of filial piety by pioneer
attorney You Chung Hong to honor the
memory of his mother and all mothers.
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Father of Modern China

Justinside the East Gate is a statue of
Dr. Sun Yat-sen, Chinese revolutionary,
ideological father of modern China, and
first president of the Republic of China.
He also had significant ties to Los Ange-
les. In 1905, Dr. Sun was smuggled into
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Old and New Chinatown

Tyrus Wang painting at easel.
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Spring Street

mountable obstacles.

Anna May Wong planting
awillow tree, c. 1940. quided visitors
through red-carpeted streets that had

been given such topical names as Mei-

are both practical and ceremonial,
serving as entrances but often as com-
memorative memorials as well. Central

Southern California on a potato boat. He
was honored at a fund-raising banquet
in Old Chinatown, and he exhorted young
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Lucky Deli Ling Way (the given name of Madame Plaza’s East Gate—or Gate of Mater- men to join his questin the Plaza at U i
\ 4 Chiang Kai-shek) and Sun Mun Way (for Nl Virtues—was commissioned as El Pueblo. Eventually, over 2,000 troops a ey
16 i Dr. Sun Yat-sen's Three Principles of the bl b(.:' smuggled i :
. DynaSty Center k! i i i out of this coun- Chinatown Heritage &
0 People). Artists like Tyrus Wong, Gilbert try and into China Vistors Cnter
- % Leong, and Keye Luke (at that time also w\t/lere havitouaht .
% anaspiring actor) contributed paintings o oveyrthro?/v Chung King Road
% and sculpture for an exhibition. After a e e
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parade, lion dance, firecrackers, and
musical interludes, the politicians and
celebrities (including Governor Frank
Merriam and actress Anna May Wong)
retired to the newly relocated Man Jen
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Hollywood Entertainment Museum

of the Manchu gov- |
ernment and the
formation of the
Republic of China
in 1911.

™ Low Restaurant for dinner and dancing. A3 [ voumnenene ]
Gateway to
Peter Soo Hoo in New Chinatown, 1939. Sun Yat-sen parade. (Above) Chee Kung Tong Company.
e military dress.
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0id and New Chinatown
Spring Street

Lucky Deli

Dynasty Center

NMOLYNIHI XTVM S133NV



| ANGELS WALK°LA

Angels Walk Ghinatown
Select Stanchions

Metro Gold Line Chinatown Station

(> -

Little Italy

Central Plaza

[~ |

Felipe de Neve Branch Library

]

Chinatown Heritage & Visitors Center

West Gate

i o]

West Plaza & Chung King Road

Pacific Alliance Medical Center

Castelar School

-
(=]

Cathay Bank

Y
=

Far East Plaza

=
N

Gateway to Chinatown

Old and New Chinatown

— —
N wW

Spring Street

—
1l

Lucky Deli

Dynasty Center

3

—
E B
pd
®

“Cooperate to Achieve”

At the grand opening of New China-
town in 1938, guests passed through the
West Gate —the first of Chinatown’s four
gates to be constructed. Chinese
.. Consul TK. Chang composed an
inscription for the top of the
gate which translates “Coop-
erate to Achieve” in Chinese
characters. During opening
ceremonies, Governor Frank
Merriam dedicated a bronze
7« plaque commemorating the con-
tributions the Chinese made to the
Governor R . . ..
Frank Merrian - DUIlding of the railroads. But while it
at President — sgemed that the Chinese had finally
Roosevelt's
birthday bat,  found a permanent home, they were
193 still unable to become American citi-
zens. Perhaps for this reason
news from China
stirred deep feel-
ings of patriotism for
i the home
country.
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(left) “China Nite"
souvenir program.

(right) “Maon
Festival” program.
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Seven years before New Chinatown
opened, Japan conquered Manchuria
and began mounting periodic raids into
China. Then, in July 1937, Japan sud-
denly attacked and seized nearly all
Chinese coastal cities and industrial
areas. New Chinatown opened a year
later and its residents —together with
those from the other Chinese enclaves
in Los Angeles—became involved in a
variety of civic activities to benefit the
homeland. They participated in the New

Life Movement, the Rice Bowl Campaign,

and the Seven-Seven Campaign to raise
money to help China defend itself and to
alleviate the suffering of its people.

Moon festival during the war years.

Beginning in 1938, Los Angeles
Chinese sponsored a Moon Fes-
tival to raise money for United
China Relief. Over several

weeks, excitement escalated

as a Moon Festival Queen (a
precursor to today’s Miss China-
town) was selected for her beauty
and manners. David Soo Hoo, the
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Retired Superior Court Judge
Delbert E. Wong, c. 1943.

Grand opening of New Chinatown, 1938.

brother of the founder of New China-

et conmet o s et

Ten Thousand Treasures

town, suggested that the Mei Wah girls

form a drum corps. In the years to come,
the corps would become a regular fea-

ture at parades and festivals
throughout the southland.

Harbor and America’s
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that little or no merchan-
dise could be imported.
For many mom-and-pop
shops in Chinatown,
this meant buying cheap curios
from Mexico, while in restaurants
chefs improvised, using apples and
jicama in place of water chestnuts.
These were minor inconveniences
when American-born sons of Chi-
nese descent were shipping out and
fighting for the United States.

2% After the bombing of Pearl

entry into World War Il, the
Pacific would remain virtu-
ally closed, with the result

Man Jen Low—which means “Ten
Thousand Treasures” —was one of the
first Chinese restaurants in Los Angeles.
It opened in the late 1800s in a “two-by-
four shack” at 1st and Mateo streets in
Downtown Los Angeles, then later as a
much larger establishment on Marches-
sault Street where Union Station stands
today. Woo Fon Lee, the second genera-
tion son, moved the restaurant to Gin
Ling Way when New Chinatown opened
in 1938.

Man Jen Low, 1937.
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There came a day not long after World
War Il ended when a Los Angeles Times
food editor and some of his friends were
talking about the name of the restau-
rant. They felt it sounded too foreign for
modern times. Believing that Lee was

Mr. Woo's last name —and humorously
relating it to Confederate General Robert
E. Lee—they suggested that the restau-
rant be renamed General Lee’s. Clothing
designer Rudi Gernreich designed new
waiters’ uniforms, which were so popular
that female customers begged to pur-
chase them. From its humble beginnings,
General Lee’s clientele grew to include
celebrities like Gregory Peck and Los
Angeles Times publisher Otis Chandler.
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(above) Mrs. Peter Soo Hoo and Mr. Herbert Lapham at General
Lee’s restaurant.
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FAR EAST PLAZA
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along North Br aﬂftv.'é . before anyone can eat, the meal must / f

join in the fe: ies be offered first to the family’s ancestral

watch the Gol [fragbn spirits, who are thanked for the gift of

i Parade. The first local pub- life and asked for their blessings. To this
lic celebration of Chinese end, an altar is prepared with incense ; AR

‘New Year dates backto - e and red candles. Oranges are offered to . RADMA > 505 B AL

‘the 1894 La Fiesta de Los bring future wealth and luck, tangerines 7

Angle "p.ir‘ade,which for good fortune, apples for peace, and

,fTatmb dragon proces- flowers for prosperity.

“sion that was nearly a block

Little Italy Dragons On Parade

Nothing in Western culture com-

pares to the celebration of Chinese
New Year, which is why each
year 50,000 spectators gather
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Central Plaza

Felipe de Neve Branch Library

Chinatown Heritage & Visitors Center

1like the ferocious Even the meal has special meaning.
n of Western medieval ] LA The Cantonese word for lettuce, sang
e Eastern dragon 3 " B L e - choy, sounds like the word for “prosper-
nefic y-r;bol 4 . . ity.” Dried oysters, ho-see, sounds like
1gth and goodness.) The “good moments.” The name for sticky
" group was such a hit that the rice cakes suggests “getting higher,”
Fiesta committee immediately implying the possibility of future promo-
“asked the Chinese community : / : tion. And the word for
t e back ollowi ) . ; . : i | seaweed, fa-choy,
e - 4 — : . ” sounds like the
last two words

perform cultural dances. In the early Gung Hay Fat [:hny of Gung Hay
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Chinatowr parade on Marchessault Street, 1901.

Cathay Bank

1960s, the lion and dragon dancers vis- . . L Fat Choy, the
Far East Plaza \ ited every Chinese business along the fAt ';ES h('elart, 3h'"‘zs,91 NEWSYear |fs atme  ommon
~ parade route. Shopkeepers dangled ”(:s zggt:rr]natr:s vc;(;lss.toog:sp::glt-ions- phrase for
; . sticks laden with oranges, lisee (gold- o
Gateway to Chinatown - i (9 debts are paid, old clothes thrown out, Happy New
- embossed red envelopes filled with h loaned. A week before the final Year and Future
) ' lucky money), and lettuce leaves to e _oret € fina Prosperity.” )
Old and New Chinatown . . festivities begin, a volley of firecrack- Celebrating New Year
* entice the beasts to snap at the bait. ersis set off, symbolizing the kitchen “of the dog.’ 1956,

With the influx of new immigrants ,
- from Southeast Asia in the 1970s, the god's return to Heaven to report on the
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and Kieu Chinh. : e I Lucky Deli
Eve banquet, but s M opnsty entr
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Chew Low in an LA parad_e,_lgzl

_-f‘/:inese Parade, 1900.
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